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CORTESE
LANDFILL
NEW YORK
EPA ID# NYD980528475

EPA REGION 2
CONGRESSIONAL DIST. 20

Sullivan County
Tusten

Other Names:
Tusten Landfill

Site Description  
The 5-acre Cortese Landfill site was operated from 1970 to 1981 by the John Cortese Construction
Company, receiving primarily municipal wastes at a rate of 3,000 cubic yards each year.  Industrial
wastes, including waste solvents, paint thinners, paint sludges, and waste oils, were disposed of at the
landfill in 1973.  Records indicated that an estimated 5,000 to 8,000 drums were buried on the site at that
time.  In the early 1980s, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation found volatile
organic chemicals (VOCs) and heavy metals in the ground and surface water.  A municipal water supply
well is located about 1,500 feet from the site.  Although not contaminated, the well was taken out of
service as a precautionary measure.  It was brought back in service as a supplemental public supply well
to augment a newly installed supply well.  The former operator of the landfill and the Town of Tusten
each own part of the property. 

Approximately 550 people live within 1 mile of the site.  Five homes are located about 400 feet away
from the landfill.  The Delaware River, classified by the National Park Service as a Wild and Scenic
River, is located 450 feet from the landfill and is used for fishing and recreational activities.

Site Responsibility: This site is being addressed through
federal, state, and potentially responsible
party actions.
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Threats and Contaminants  
The ground water is contaminated with various VOCs and heavy metals.  Because sampling
of the municipal water well closest to the site has never revealed contamination, and because
there are no private water wells in the area, there is no chance that people would drink or
come in contact with contaminated ground water.  Contaminants migrating from the landfill
into the Delaware River may adversely affect the river bank in that immediate vicinity.

Cleanup Approach  
The site is being addressed in a single long-term remedial phase to clean up the entire site.

Response Action Status  

Entire Site: The potentially responsible parties (PRPs), under EPA oversight, conducted
a remedial investigation and feasibility study (RI/FS) to determine the nature and extent of
the contamination at and emanating from the site and to identify and evaluate remedial

alternatives.  A Record of Decision (ROD), finalized in September of 1994, identified drum removal,
capping of the landfill, and ground water extraction and treatment as the selected remedy.   In 1995, the
Town of Tusten excavated, and disposed of off-site, contaminated soil from two small septage lagoons
south of the landfill and constructed a storm water management system around the landfill in order to
reduce leachate production. During the course of this effort, 300 drums filled with hazardous liquids, solids,
and sludges were removed from an area adjacent to the septage lagoons.  The drum removal component of
the remedy, which was performed in 1996, resulted in the excavation and removal of more than 5,000 drums,
three tractor trailer loads of hazardous sludge, and 50 dump trucks of contaminated soil.  The construction
of the cap component of the remedy was completed in October 1998.  Because of space limitations on the site,
the ground water treatment system called for in the ROD is not viable. Therefore, the design of the ground
water extraction/treatment system is currently being reassessed.  Pilot studies related to alternate
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technologies are presently underway.  It is anticipated that these studies will be completed by mid-2004.

Site Facts: In 1985, the State signed an Administrative Order on Consent with a potentially responsible
party, SCA Services, Inc., which had transported wastes to the site.  The lead for the site was transferred
from the State to EPA in 1990 and a new Administrative Order on Consent was signed with SCA.  This
new order required SCA to undertake an RI/FS.   Consent Decree negotiations between EPA and a group
of twenty-eight PRPs to carry out the design and implementation of the remedy selected in the ROD were
successfully completed in September 1995; the Consent Decree was entered in U.S. District Court
(approved by the Judge) in May 1996.  Additionally, an Administrative Order on Consent was entered
into with the Town of Tusten in 1995 in order for the Town to conduct a removal action.

Cleanup Progress   (Cap Construction and Drum Removal Completed;     
                                                Ground Water Remediation Pilot Studies Underway)

The excavation and off-site disposal of the septage lagoons, construction of a storm water management
system around the landfill in order to reduce leachate production, excavation and removal of 5,300 buried
drums and 3,200 tons of contaminated soils, removal of 15,000 gallons of hazardous liquid/sludge, and
construction of a cap over the 5-acre landfill have significantly reduced the threat to public health and the
environment.

Site Repositories 

Tusten-Cochecton Library, 200 Bridge Street, Narrowsburg, NY 12764

EPA Region II Superfund Records Center, 290 Broadway, 18th Floor, New York, NY 10007-1866




